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Central Library

www.librarylive.co.uk

www.manchester.gov.uk/info/500138/central_library

The foundation stone of the Central Library was laid on 6

May 1930 . Four years later the library was officially

opened on 17 July 1934 , by King George V. When it

opened it was the largest library provided by a local

authority in the country.

Now the magnificently refurbished Central Library is

‘not only the city’s study, but also the city’s living room’.

Alongside an unrivalled hub of information and

education, it’s also a great place to meet and socialise, and

place to engage with culture, a place that invites you to

think and contribute, and to be entertained and

provoked.
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There is a vibrant programme of events,

exhibitions and activities in the library.

Information about these can be found here:

www.librarylive.co.uk

There is an exhibtion space on the ground

floor where there is a permanent exhibition

of materials from the library, and archive

materials about Manchester.

The library offers both handling sessions

and memory boxes as part of the dementia

friendly offer. See www.librarylive.co.uk for

details.

Other attractions include the world famous

Henry Watson Music Library,  Archives and

Local History, computer and WIFI access

and materials for visually impaired visitors.

Tips for visitors to Central
Library

All staff are trained Demenita Friends . 

The visitor information point on the ground floor

next to the shop and cafe is the best starting point

if you want information when you visit.

The quietest time to visit is generally before 11am.

Even when it is busy there are always quiet places

within the building. For example the first floor

Reading Room is a beautiful and peaceful space,

and the Reference Library on the 4th floor is

generally a quiet area, with beautfiul books to

look at, stunning views over the roof of the

building and a corridor which allows you to make

a full 360 degree walk around the unique circular

building!
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Accessibility

Free entry.

The nearest disabled parking is on Central

Street right behind the Library, Princess

Street or Fountain Street, approximately

100 metres away.

There is step free access to all floors.

Adequate seating is located throughout.

Accessible toilet facilities are available.

Information for visitors

Central Library is open from Monday to

Thursday 9am to 8pm, and Friday and Saturday

9am to 5pm. It is closed on Sundays and Bank

Holidays.

There is a cafe and also a giftshop. They are open

from Monday to Thursday 9am - 5pm, and

Friday and Saturday 9am - 4pm.

Central Library is easily accessible by public

transport - St Peter's Square tram stop is directly

outside the building.

The nearest bus stops are located in Piccadilly

Gardens and on Portland Street and Albert

Square, which are all a 5 minute walk from the

Central Library.

Address: St Peters Square, City Centre, M2 5PD

Telephone for access info: 0161 234 1983
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The Calming Library

This is a lovely activity to try in the Reading

Room.  Or using a picture of the room.

 Invite your partner to look around the

room - they should try to remain focused

on doing that for as long as possible.

What is the first thing that they see? What

colours and textures are there? What do the

things you see look like they are made of?

What size are they? How does the room

make you feel? Any other questions....

Finish by reflecting upon what you noticed.

Activities inspired by Central
Library

The following pages include a selection of activities

inspired by Central Library for you to try. They work

really well in the library, but most of them can also work at

home, or anywhere else for that matter!

The ideas are intended as a starting point, rather than

something to stick to rigidly. You may find that different

groups / individuals take to particular exercises more than

others. If this is the case, try to have the confidence to allow

that exercise time to run its course, to expand, or to evolve

into something entirely different.

Remember - if people are engaging in creativity and

conversation, then the activity is a success! We hope that

you enjoy giving these activities a try. 
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Sounds Of The Library

Find a spot in the library where you can sit

without being disturbed. 

Close your eyes for a few minutes and focus

on the things that you can hear…

Point out the different sounds and try to

describe them, making a guess as to what

each sound is.

Work together to create a list of the

different sounds that you notice. If you are

feeling really creative you could also draw a

picture or icon to represent each of the

sounds on your list.

Don't Judge A Book By Its Cover

Choose a couple of books from the shelves in

Central Library - this activity works particulatly

well using fiction books.

Have a good look at the covers then use them as

the starting point for conversation.

 Have you read any of the books? Did you enjoy

them? What were they about? Would you

recommend them to somebody else?

Which of the covers do you like the best? What

do you like about it?

Could you pick a book and tell what it is about

based upon the cover?

Do any of the books look like a romantic story?

Do any of them look like an action packed story?

Which would you not read based on the cover?

Which would you read based upon the cover?

Any other questions that you would like to ask?
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Exploring The City

In the exibition area on the ground floor

find the screen where you can look at old

maps of Manchester. 

Choose one of the maps to look at in detail.

Do you recognise any of the streets or

locations that you can see on the map? 

What is the place?  What kind of place it is?

Who may you find there?

What would you see there?

What would you hear there? How would it

smell? How would it smell?

What things would be happening there?

What's Inside?

This is an activity to try outside Central Library

looking at the building from a distance, or

looking at a picture of the building.

What parts of the building stand out to you? 

Are there any signs? What do they tell you?

What is the building made of?

What does the building look like it could be used

for?

What might be inside the building?

What collections / attractions might they have?

Does it look interesting?

Does it look modern or historic?

Does it look welcoming? And if so what makes it

welcoming?

If you had to describe the building in three words

what would you use?

Any other things that you spot...


